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Q Methodology (Q) is a process for measuring subjectivity developed by William Stephenson in the early 20th century.  The process involves the sorting of items (statements, pictures, sounds, etc.) by subjects using a forced sort (also called a Q Sort) along a bipolar scale.  The sorted data is then factor analyzed (often using the Centroid method of factor analysis). The resulting factors can then be rotated (with judgmental rotation) to obtain a final solution.   That solution corresponds with the views that exist within that group of subjects.
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